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Boutheast
. Asia

By Alfred W, McCoy.
¥ With Cathleen B. Read
"and Leonard P. Adams 11,
Hlustrated. 464 pp.
New York: Harper & Row. $10.95,

¥ :
§ Last Word). Before it was even in pal-

¥ leys—on June' }—the Central Intelli-

5 gence, Agency dispatched an employe
‘o Hurper & Row in New York to warn
the company that the book could well-
be'inaccurate, libelous and "“daniaging

.23}’ ]/iM]".S‘ M. MARKIAN
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" It looks as though Papaver somni-
" ferum, the rather beautiful - opium
poppy, is going to provide us with
a new genre of film, fiction, journal-
ism and, cven, scholarship. This is
unders standable, .Heroin addiction is
savaging our citics. “Any nation that
moves -down the road to addiction,.
that nation has something taken out'
of its “character,” President Nixon
* . observed Tast March shortly after his-
return from China, once the most
addicted 'of nations, Mr. Nixon has,
declared “war’ on heroin at home—
and.galvanized his emissarics abroad.
In certain parts of the world, Amer-
ican diplomats now give almost
monomaniacal attention-to persuad-
ing frequently indifferent or corrupt
officials to do semething about poppy-
cultivation, heroin refining " and
hcrom trafficking.” ;
Moreover, fromthe ‘perspective of
a joumahst or film-maker, the sub-
ject is a hatural, replete with ignor-
. ant hill tribesmen hacking away at
their poppy fields in rernote corners
of Asia, ragtag s aramilitary smug
glers leading vast mule caravans
across cloud - shrouded mountains,
shadowy Chinese middlemen bribing

’

+ James M. Markham, who was a
correspondent for The Associated
Press in South Asia anc Africa, now.
reports frequently on drug problems
for The Times. w;
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to strap.on “body packs” of No. 4

"heroin and fly to New York, intrepid -

undercover agents {rying to foil all
of the aforementioned and-—Ilast, but -
by no means least . important—the
junkies on our streets, symptoms and
carriers of disquieting discases,

This
* gcholarship in the new genre, come$
Lo us redolent of controversy [see The

to the interests of this country,”

tive Iiditor M. S. Wyeth, The next day
Alfred McCoy testified before a Senate
subcommittee about alleged involve-
ment of high-ranking South Vietna~
mese officials, Alr Amcrica and others
Jn the opiom business, Alarmed, the
'CLAs General Counsel, Lawrence R.
Houqton stepped up the pressure, and
on July 5 asked to “see the text prior
lo publication” in order to point out
its inaccuracies.
" Ina display of post-lrving cautxon

~—and over the author’s objections—

Harper & Row agreed on July 19.to
let the C.LA. consider the galleys for

. & week and submit its criticisms, on’

the understanding that the publish-
crs would be under no obligation to
malke any changes. The mountain at
Langley, Va., labored and produced
a mouse. The 1,500-word critique
the Agency returned 1o Harper &
‘Row on July 28 understandably

“underwhelmed” the editors (who ap-’

peared to havé been concerned main-

ly about libel suits) and they decided
to- procced with the publication of.

the book,
The C.LA's clumsy intervention—
particularly when linked to its on-

‘weaves a

ac-
cording to the recollection of Exccu-'

McCoy book like a bull lunging at a

matador’s outstreiched cape, For

what the 27-yecar-old Yale graduate

student has given u$ is not—-as ad-
vertised—an cxpose ‘of “CILA. in-
volvement in the drug traffic” but

rather a fa*mmtmq, often meticulous
hook, the first work of near-:-

unraveling of the byzantine covnp exi-
ties of the Southeast Anan opiom
and heroin trade. To be sure, MrCoy
New Left anti-C, [A eit-
motif throughout his pages and at
times lapsos into the errog (usually

made- by dngry non-Amc.eans) of
crediting American  espionage with
history-bending powers. Thus, in the
carly (and weakest) chapters of the
book we are led to believe that if
he Q.5.5. had not backed the Nafia
in Sicily at the end of World War 11
and if the C.LA. had not sponsorcd

/

Jorsican maobsters as anti-Communist

strikebreakers on  the Marsciiles
waterfront, these fwo underworld
groups would huve subsided into
well-deserved  oblivion  and
gotten into heroin trafficking. .
As a former C.A. agent told Sey-
mour Hersh (who unearthed the

never
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pre-publication fiasco), McCoy’s as-.

scrtions are “10 per cent tendcnuous
and 90 per cent of the most valuable
contribution I can think of.” “Ilc's
a very liberal kid,” the ex-agent con-
tinved, “and "he’d like to nail the
‘establishment. But some leading in-
telligence officers inside the Govern-
ment’s program think that his rescarch
is great.” Well they might. ¥or McCoy
has done his homework, and, unlike
most authors of baoks about speoks
and mobsters, he gives us a rich set
of footnotes. It is too bad they are
not at the hottom of the pages, be-
causc this is a book to be read in

i tandem with its footnotes. Some as-

sertions in the text are stronger than
the footnotes they rest on; many

going cfforts to prevent a former ‘are not.

agent, Victor L. Marchetti, from eve

The book’s strcngth does not lie

writing a book about the Agency: in its fmgcr-wapgma approach to his-

fer Alfred A.

Knopl—is seriously; tory, but in 'its astounding-but-true

msturbmg So is Harper & Row’s sub-’ talc of exotic rivalries that make up

mission of the- book for prepubi.ca-
:tlon cntxc:sm, it scts a wo*rym
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the heroin trade, Have

you ever hcard
for example, )
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